
 

 

 

 

Lorraine with husband Brian - 
her #1 supporter in shuffleboard and life. 

 

 

 

Lorraine’s partner Mylene having fun at a banquet.  
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Lorraine’s husband, Brian, and their best friend, the late Gary Northcott, were 
the reason Lorraine got involved with shuffleboard.  Both Brian and Gary 
played board a lot at the Avalon Hotel and ANAF Unit #45. Lorraine, after 
realizing their addiction to the game was not going away, decided to join the 
league back in 1979. 

One could say Lorraine instantly fell in love with the game but truth be told, it 
was never the game that kept Lorraine interested over these 30+ years. It’s 
been the people and the thrill of organizing events such as the Canadians. 
Lorraine loves meetings, working with committees and just plain organizing. 
So, when Lorraine was voted in as Secretary at her first ever BCSA AGM 
meeting back in 1979, she never looked back. Lorraine was Secretary for 
several years, then Vice-President and in 1990 became the President of the 
BCSA.  30 years of total commitment, with 20 of them as President. 

Lorraine was very much involved when BCSA hosted five Canadian 
Championships. The first was in 1980 when she learned some of the basics 
of what it took to plan a Canadians. This prepared her for the next time BCSA 
hosted which was in 1989 when Lorraine was Vice-President of BCSA. 1989 
was also the 25

th
 anniversary of Congress.  Lorraine was President and draw 

master the next three times BCSA organized the Canadians: 1996 at the 
Sands, 2003 at the Royal Towers and 2011 at the Delta Burnaby Hotel and 
Casino in Burnaby. 

Lorraine credits her 
shuffleboard successes to 
the devotion and dedication 
of those she worked with: 
Theresa, Mylene and Lorri 
for some 15-20 years and 
Joanie for 30+ years, and 
more recently, Elaine, and 
many others. 
 
(L to R): Mylene, Lorraine, 
Theresa & Lorri. 

Lorraine introduced Cake Walks to BCSA – a fundraising idea she learned 
about from the New Brunswick charter. She teamed with Brian to organize an 
annual co-ed slo-pitch tournament over 19 years, growing from 6 to 24 
teams. This was a major fundraiser for BCSA. Lorraine introduced logos to 
the BC charter. She was instrumental in combining individual Memorial 
tournaments into one annual ABC Memorial Tournament in memory of those 
shuffleboard friends who passed away. 

 
 
Lorraine always encouraged new players to participate in tournaments 
and wanted to make it a fair playing field for the newbies so she 
introduced A-B and A-B-C tournaments to the charter. 

Lorraine, not being satisfied with being involved with her charter as an 
officer, accepted the nomination of 2

nd
 Vice-President of the Canadian 

Shuffleboard Congress in 2003. The following year, she took on the 
position as 1

st
 VP and in 2005 Lorraine became the first woman President 

of Congress. She held this position for 3 years, when in 2008, she 
decided to step down to spend more time with her grandchildren and to 
volunteer at the 2010 Winter Olympics being held in Vancouver.     

During her tenure as Congress President, Lorraine was pivotal in 
implementing the Congress Hall of Fame (HOF). She worked with Harvey 
Groleau of MSA and Rick Litman of SASA to provide the guidelines and 
supporting materials for the HOF, which was introduced in 2005. 

Lorraine worked closely with Doreen Hegan, Secretary of CSC, to 
upgrade the Congress website, adding more content and introducing the 
Congress logo. She changed the Rules & Regulations into electronic 
format which saved Congress the expense of printing the Rule Books.  
Lorraine was Congress President when the Capo royalties were 
revitalized, introduced Westjet discounts, tried to bring national sponsors 
on board and was instrumental in improving on a couple of rules. One 
major change was reducing the points for a doubles game from 21 to 17. 
This significantly reduced the times for each event, making them more 
manageable and enjoyable. 
 
Although Lorraine’s passion is organizing 
and running tournaments, she also plays 
the game. Lorraine represented BCSA at 
the Canadians on 5 different occasions. 
The first time she qualified for the 
Canadians was in the Ladies Singles in 
1992 when there were 15 entries. She won 
the Provincial Singles again in 2003 and 
the Ladies Doubles title in 1993 and 1999 
with her partner, Mylene Tkalec  Her last 
appearance at the Canadians as a player 
was in the Mixed Doubles in 2002 with 
partner Joe Burry. 
 

From the day Lorraine started playing shuffleboard, she has been 
a Builder of the game, which has earned her the honour of being 
inducted into the Canadian Shuffleboard Congress Hall of Fame. 
 

 

 


